HALCEA General Meeting

Tues., May 24, 2011, 6:30pm

Location:  The Woman’s Hospital of Texas, classroom A


The agenda for this meeting was to view the USLCA webinar “The Golden Rule:  Ethics for IBCLCs” with speaker Diane Wiessinger, MS, IBCLC.  Each of the 20 attendees paid $5 to view and receive 1 E-cerp to help offset the cost of purchasing the webinar.


Ms. Wiessinger defined standards of practice, scope of practice, ethics versus morality, and made some suggestions for IBCLCs as they decide what should guide their practice, such as The Golden Rule, asking oneself “would I be comfortable letting mom or grandmom know I made this decision?” and having an internal ethics “measuring stick” and referring to it frequently.  She also recommended looking at www.nofreelunch.org as we considering how gifts and industry affiliations (e.g., pump companies) create a sense of obligation, which has been well-studied by social scientists and seems to exists in all societies.  We were alerted to recognizing marketing when we see it and steering clear of it.  Her final suggestion was for each of us to write our own personal code of ethics, taking into consideration the baby’s needs, the mother’s needs and goals, the family’s needs, and your own needs and goals.


After viewing the webinar, President Jane Van Nort called a brief business meeting to order.  Since there were a few new faces/members, each individual introduced herself and where she works/practices.  One visitor, Melissa Gause, is a WIC nutritionist currently in a dietician program, working toward sitting her RD boards – she has a project which requires her to teach expectant mothers about nutrition and breastfeeding and asked about possible resources where she could access this target group.


Treasurer’s report:  Suzy Adams reported that after moving $2000 from savings to checking account, we have about $2550 in checking and $2000 left in savings account.  Nearly $6000 was paid out in December to partially subsidize new and renewing HALCEA members’ ILCA and USLCA 2011 memberships.  We discussed the fact that we will be unable to subsidize memberships at the past rate, and will have to consider a reduced subsidy (or none at all) until we replenish funds with a future conference.  The current (2011) requirement for membership subsidy for 2012 is to attend at least 3 of the 4 HALCEA main meetings this year, which will possibly reduce the number of people eligible and the expense to our current funds.


Jane announced the need to nominate a new two-term president and librarian.  When there were no nominations or offers to take on the office, we mentioned the possibility of a co-leadership or a president-at-large, to be mentored/trained by Jane the remainder of 2011, to take over alone in 2012.  We also discussed letting go of the library books, tapes, and videos as they have become quite outdated, and to just retain a current library of recently purchased ILCA CDs and purchased USLCA webinars, which Mimi Smith and Suzy Adams now keep and loan out or bring to meetings.  A vote of the membership unaminously decided to put the library items out on tables and let those present take what they could use.


The Medical Center/Inside the Loop small group met in March at Children’s Memorial Hermann Hospital and viewed an ILCA DVD.


The North Group met in April at Tomball Hospital – plan to meet again in June.


We discussed establishing an ad hoc 2012 conference committee and considered the idea of using the 6 hour USLCA webinar to view rather than obtaining our own speakers.  This would simplify conference planning/execution and keep costs lowers.  Mimi Smith, Martha Urbina and Stephanie Broadhurst volunteered to explore the options and report back to the board.


Our upcoming meetings will be August 23rd at Memorial Hermann The Woodlands Hospital at 6:30 pm and October 22nd, from 9:30 to noon, at The Lactation Foundation.  There will be webinars at both meetings and a brief tour at Lactation Foundation.


The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

 Mimi Smith, IBCLC, RLC

